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of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History 40 
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What Does the Bible 
Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 


What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 
Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 


As a representative of true Bible teach- 
ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 





MEGIDDO BIBLE LESSONS 


As a further study of the Scrip- 
tures and a guide to daily living, 
we recommend this eight-page pub- 
lication. It is published once every 
two weeks for the purpose of helping 
and instructing our distant friends to 
better and holier living. 


It contains items and discussions 
from the Adult Megiddo Bible Class, 
held cach Sunday at the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church. 


If you are not acquainted with this 
publication send for a free sample 
copy. 

Subscription rates: One year 50 cents 











HISTORY 
of the 
MEGIDDO MISSION 
13th edition 
The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. This edition is re- 
vised to include more facts relating to 
present-day home and missionary activities. 
Old subscribers who have long cherished 
an unfulfilled desire to visit the Mission can 
now “get acquainted” through the medium 
of the printed page. A comprehensive syn- 
opsis of our beliefs is contained in the 
Appendix. 


Price 40 cents postpaid. 














A Keen Appetite 


Dear Brother: 

Without the MESSAGE and Megiddo Bible 
Lessons we would perhaps suffer defeat 
spiritually. Also the  letter-of-the-month 
has become a beacon light to steady our 
footsteps in the way of truth. 

I am blessed with a keen appetite for 
spiritual food, and seek to understand more 
fully. 


Peterborough, Ont. A. B. 0. 


The Coming Judgment 
Dear Sister: 

The sermon in the August 25 issue of the 
Mecippo MESSAGE was wonderful. I never 
realized before that Aaron and those who 
succeeded him served in a figure of Christ 
who is to be the High Priest in the future, 
everlasting arrangement. My! how wonder- 
ful it is to have these things explained to 
us in such plain language. I don’t know 
what I would ever do without the MESSAGE 
and Megiddo Bible Lessons. 


Lowville, N. Y. A. Z. 


Truth Brings Happiness 
Dear Sister: 

If I were to write all that is in my heart, 
I would be writing ’way into the night. It 
would be difficult for me to use the right 
vocabulary that would express the happi- 
ness we have in our hearts today in the 
finding of the Truth. 

Every day we grow to a better under- 
standing of the way in which to live that 
will fit us for the life to come. 


Sherburne, N. Y. Mrs. C. D. 


Need to Fortify 
Dear Sister: 

How true it is that it takes every ounce 
of courage to stand alone as Jesus or Dan- 
iel did for the cause they cherished! The 
surrounding pressure of the world is great 
enough to squeeze and mold us into their 
fashion, if only we allow them. How well 
we do need to fortify ourselves to be able 
to stand ever ready and ever strong to sup- 
port our ideals! 


Sayreville, N. J. S. L. W. 


OBITUARY 
Mr. EDWARD SCHILLER 


Word was recently received from the 
family of Mr. Ed. Schiller of Lott, Texas, 
of Mr. Schiller’s death in August. The de- 
ceased was a reader of the Mrcippo MEs- 
SAGE for over thirty years and was ac- 
quainted with others of our readers in the 
state of Texas. 

To the bereaved family we express sin- 
cere sympathy. 
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Who Preached to the Spirits in Prison? 


tle Peter in his letter to the churches of Asia, “hav- 

ing compassion one of another, love as brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous” (I Pet. 3:8). His was a letter of 
encouragement and a plea for unity. 

To be all of one mind, we must first learn to have the 
mind of God. Then when all are governed by the same 
mind—the mind of God—we shall be of one mind with 
each other. Peter talks here just as did Paul, in I Cor. 
1: 10, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be per- 
fectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.” That shows how far the religious world is 
from living out these precepts taught in the Bible. We 
see many men of many minds, and they say you can just 
believe as you please; but you cannot if you want sal- 
vation. If you only want to eat, drink, and tomorrow die, 
you can believe as you please; but if you want the sal- 
vation God has promised, you must be of one mind. 

You must come to God’s standard of perfection, learn- 
ing to do as He has commanded. This is what it is to love 
God. We read in I John 5:3, “For this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments: and his com- 
mandments are not grievous.” 

This is Bible love, a true love that will work for our 
eternal good. 


Fi ALLY, be ye all of one mind,” counsels the Apos- 


Christ’s Example 


Peter continues in verse 9, “Not rendering evil for 
evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; 
knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should in- 
herit a blessing.” Oh no, we must not give evil words for 
evil words; and there are many ways of returning evil 
for evil. Peter tells us in chapter 2: 20, “For what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for 
it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.” 
Great growth in the Christian life is evident when one 
reaches the standard that when he does well and suffers 
for it he will take it patiently. Of course we ought to 
take it patiently if guilty; “but if, when ye do well and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God.” That is indeed a lofty standard to reach, to take 
everything patiently, even when the evidence does not 
prove you are guilty. 

“For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example that ye should 
follow his steps.” We are called to follow the example 
Christ left for us. When we have been doing well and 
are accused of evil and suffer for it, we must take it pa- 
tiently. When the worldlings or others tell falsehoods 
about us and misrepresent us, then we must take it pa- 
tiently. That is a wonderful help in every case. 

The religious world teach that Jesus suffered for us 
to pay the debt we owe, to atone for our evil deeds. But 
no! He suffered, “leaving us an example, that ye should 


follow his steps.” He worked out His salvation, leaving 
us a wonderful example. Oh no, He did not revile again; 
He defended this truth always, but He did not revile. He 
waited for the time when God’s judgments should be ex- 
ecuted, commencing at the house of God. This is the ex- 
ample Christ left us. 

How prone we are to yield to the natural mind, and 
revile back again! We must conquer this old natural 
disposition. 


On Refraining the Tongue 


There is further lesson in v. 9, “Not rendering evil for 
evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; 
knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should in- 
herit a blessing.” We are called to do God’s will, and if 
we do this we shall inherit blessings, wonderful bless- 
ings! In I Pet. 3: 10 we read, “For he that will love life, 
and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
and his lips that they speak no guile.” That does not 
mean simply to love this life; but Peter is speaking of 
that life that shall never end. Oh, it is a wonderful thing 
to refrain our tongue from evil! In so many ways “the 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity,” says James (3:6). 
“It defiles the whole body, and setteth on fire the course 
of nature.” “He that will love life and see good days, let 
him refrain his tongue from evil and his lips that they 
speak no guile.” Oh, we must bend all our energy till we 
reach the standard where we refrain our tongue! The 
Apostle continues: “Let him eschew evil, and do good; 
let him seek peace, and ensue it.” 

What kind of peace is this? The Psalmist will tell us, 
Ps. 119: 165, “Great peace have they which love thy law: 
and nothing shall offend them.” We can never attain that 
peace unless we love this law of God and meditate upon it. 
This will bring a true peace of mind. “For the eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them 
that do evil.” When we are doing evil, the Lord, that 
mighty God, is against us. “And who is he that will harm 
you, if ye be followers of that which is good?” No, we 
need have no fear that anything will happen but for our 
good if we are followers of that which is right. 

“But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are 
ye.” If evil stories are told about you, and you are inno- 
cent, it will work out for your good. “Be not afraid of 
their terror, neither be troubled.” You need not be afraid 
of trouble if you are doing God’s will, that which is right 
in His sight. If evil things are told about you, and you 
suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye. “But sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” 

Here Peter gives us the reason why we must study. We 
have a faith founded on evidence; and if anyone asks for 
the principles of Truth we must be ready to give a rea- 
son to prove what we say. We teach that we must live 
out this truth, and we should be able to give Bible evi- 
dence to support our position. 
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An Educated Conscience 


Peter continues, “Having a good conscience; that, 
whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may 
be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation 
in Christ.” We often say that conscience is a thing of 
education; a good conscience is a conscience governed by 
truth. In the days of our darkness we did things we now 
know were in disobedience to the Word of God. We must 
have a conscience that is in harmony with and educated 
by God’s Word. We should be able to turn to that Word 
and read the testimonies, giving evidence for what we do 
and say. Have a good conscience, a conscience educated 
by truth; then, if we are doing what is right, our con- 
science will not condemn us. 

But we must beware, for it says “God is greater than 
our heart and knoweth all things” (I John 3:20). We 
must get our conscience educated by truth and then see 
to it that we are living out this truth. “That, whereas 
they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be 
ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in 
Christ.” They will speak of us as evildoers; there will be 
those that revile the truth; but the time is coming when 
many will turn and shall be ashamed of what they did. 
There will be a time, when Elijah comes (for we are told 
in Mal. 4:5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord”) that many shall be ashamed because of what 
they said and did. 

In I Pet. 3:17 we receive some further advice for 
practical Christian living. “For it is better, if the will of 
God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil 
doing.” We must strive to live so that we shall not need to 
suffer for evil doing; but if we must suffer for well doing, 
it will be to our profit. “For Christ also hath once suf- 
fered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by the Spirit.” 

How did Christ suffer for sins, “the just for the un- 
just”? He suffered to leave us an example that we should 
follow His steps. He died to sin, as we read in Rom. 6: 
10, “For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God.” That was His whole life; 
He learned to obey His Heavenly Father. He never dis- 
obeyed after He knew the law. He had a work to do. We 
were educated that Christ was born immaculate. But 
Isaiah says (7: 15), “Butter and honey shall he eat, that 
he may know to refuse the evil and choose the good.” So 
Christ suffered to save Himself and to leave us an ex- 
ample that we should follow His steps. 

Then the Apostle continues: “that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit.” What is this Spirit? It is the Spirit or Word of 
God. He was quickened, made alive, by the power of truth. 


Who Were the Spirits in Prison? 


The religious world is drunk on the theory that man 
knows more when dead than when alive. Thus they have 
wrested this next verse (19) out of its connection, teach- 
ing that Christ, after He had been placed in the tomb, 
went out and preached to somebody. This verse reads, 
“By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison.” And they think that when Jesus was in the tomb 


He was preaching to someone. But let us read Eccl. 9: 
5, 10, “For the living know that they shall die: but the 
dead know not anything, neither have they any more a 
reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. . . . What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, 
in the grave, whither thou goest.” The dead can neither 
think nor speak. We are taught this same truth in Ps. 
146: 3, 4, “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son 
of man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, 
he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts 
perish.” These false teachers, you see, did not under- 
stand the Bible but believed the fables taught by Soc- 
rates and Plato, two pagan philosophers. They taught 
that a man knows more when dead than when alive. When 
Socrates drank the poison hemlock he said, “Do not say 
I am dead, but that I am living right on.” But not so. 
While Jesus lay in the tomb He was completely uncon- 
scious. He knew absolutely nothing. And this is in har- 
mony with reason and science. When the brain is stilled 
in death no thought can pass through the mind. 

Who then were the spirits in prison, and what kind of 
prison were they in? Were they disembodied spirits? No, 
they were spirits such as we are told about in First John 
4:1, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world.” What kind of spirits must 
we try? It is men and women. One of the definitions of 
the word “spirit” is “men, individuals.” So here we are 
told to “try the spirits whether they are of God.” We 
must test people, try them to see whether they are of God, 
“because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 
These are the spirits in prison. John said, You try the 
spirits, living persons, try men and women as you go 
about this sinful world. Try them to see if they are speak- 
ing in harmony with this Word. 

In Isa. 42: 6, 7, we learn what kind of prison they are 
in. “I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and 
will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for 
a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to 
open the blind eyes’”—oh, they are blind, you see; not 
literally blind, but so very blind to this truth—‘“to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison house.” What kind of prison 
house? A prison house of darkness! Not literal darkness, 
but that darkness which engulfs and blinds the mind and 
understanding (Eph. 4:18). 


Who Did the Preaching? 


Now Peter will tell us about some people that were in 
this prison house of spiritual darkness and of someone 
who preached to them, and he will tell us who did the 
preaching. First Peter 3:20 states: “Which sometime 
were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a prepar- 
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by 
water.”” When were these men and women in the prison 
house of darkness disobedient? “While the ark was a 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved 
by water.” 

Away back in the days of Noah a preacher was sent 
to some who were in this prison house of darkness. Who 
was it that did the preaching then? We shall see. At that 
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time mankind had become so wicked, so evil, that the 
Lord declared in Gen. 6:3, “My spirit shall not always 
strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days 
shall be a hundred and twenty years.” The Lord was 
going to cut them off if they would not turn from their 
wicked ways. So we see that before the Flood, men and 
women were in the prison house of darkness; and it was 
Noah who preached to them. Jesus did not come out of 
the tomb and go off somewhere preaching. 

In II Peter 2:5, we are told that God “saved Noah 
the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing 
in the flood upon the world of the ungodly.” So Noah was 
the one who did the preaching back there to those in the 
prison house of darkness. The spirit of God is His Word, 
His truth. When John used the term “spirit,” saying, 
“Try the spirits,” he referred to men and women, false 
teachers. But when Jesus used the word Spirit in John 
6: 63, “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life,” He shows us very plainly that it is 
His word.This word was in the Prophets of old. We read 
in Neh, 9: 30, “Yet many years didst thou forbear them, 
and testifiedst against them by thy spirit in thy prophets; 
yet they would not give ear: therefore gavest thou them 
into the hand of the people of the lands.” God testified 
against them “by thy spirit in thy prophets.” Yes, the 
Prophets foretold what was coming. God’s spirit, God’s 
truth, was working in the minds of these Prophets. 


Their Safety in the Ark 


Thus God caused Noah, a preacher of righteousness, 
to preach to those souls and endeavor to get them to 
enter the ark and be saved. It was a literal ark then; but 
now Peter is going to use the literal as a figure of this 
wonderful truth that we must become encased in if we 
would obtain everlasting salvation. He says in I Pet. 
1:10, 11, “Of which salvation the prophets have inquired 
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you: searching what, or what manner 
of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did sig- 
nify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, 
and the glory that should follow.” 

Oh, those Prophets of old had Holy Spirit power too; 
they prophesied and foretold these events—“searching 
what, or what manner of time the spirit of Christ which 
was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow.” 
The spirit of Christ, the spirit of truth that was in Him, 
was the same spirit that moved Noah, a preacher of 
righteousness, to declare to those antediluvians who were 
in the prison house of darkness that a flood was coming 
on the earth, and if they would be saved they must get 
into the ark. That was a figure; today we must get into 
the ark of truth. They had to do something; they had to 
enter the ark to save their natural life. 

“The longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
souls were saved by water.” They were saved from lit- 
teral death. All living in that portion of the land who re- 
fused to enter the ark perished. “The earth standing out 
of the water and in the water: whereby the world that 
then was, being overflowed with water, perished.” All 
who were not willing to come into the ark lost their lives. 


Then he continues (I Pet. 3: 21), “The like figure where- 
unto even baptism doth also now save us.” That is only 
a figure, a type of a greater salvation. Those who entered 
the ark were saved from the flood because they believed 
what Noah said. They believed he was telling them the 
truth when he warned them the flood was coming. 

Those who were in the prison house of darkness were 
given the opportunity to save this life. But that was not 
everlasting salvation; it was not the salvation spoken of 
in Isa. 45: 17, “But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with 
an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor 
confounded world without end.” What Israel is this? It is 
the true Israel of God, not the natural Israel that would 
not believe. “Israel” means “true soldiers of God,” those 
who will, like the words of our song, “Stand up for Jesus, 
ye soldiers of the cross.” Everyone who is a true Israel- 
ite indeed, shall receive everlasting salvation. 


Our Safety in the Tower of Truth 


It was a literal ark that Noah built as a place of ref- 
uge from the flood, and we have a spiritual place of ref- 
uge today. It is the strong tower of the Lord, of which we 
read in Prov. 18:10, “The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” Now if 
we run into that strong tower of truth we have some- 
thing to do. Those whose lives were spared back in the 
days of Noah had to believe what Noah said; they had to 
run into the ark and stay there. So we must get into the 
spiritual ark and stay there, for a great destruction is 
coming in which the world of the ungodly shall perish. 

God, through the Prophets, Apostles, and Jesus, has 
told us of the time of trouble that is coming. We read 
in Dan. 12:1, “And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time: and 
at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that 
shall be found written in the book.” If we believe and do, 
keep every commandment, we shall gain everlasting sal- 
vation. Is not that something worth working for? In that 
world to come, that world made up of the faithful, of the 
believers, that world that shall never end, there will be 
no danger, no fear, but there shall be one eternal day of 
peace, joy and happiness. That will be everlasting sal- 
vation, and is not that something worth working for? 





Anniversary Services 


The anniversary observance of the birthday of the 
founder of the Megiddo Mission Church was observed, 
according to custom, Oct. 1. The First, occurring on Mon- 
day, a two-day celebration was observed. The principal 
feature, a religious drama, “Pressing On,” depicting some 
scenes from the life of the Apostle Paul, was presented 
in the church on Sunday evening, Sept. 30. There had 
been a Memorial service at the Church at 10:30 A. M. 

A solemn, quiet hour service was conducted in the 
church on Monday, 8:00 A. M., in which touching and 
reverent tribute was paid to the man to whom his fol- 
lowers owe so much. 

The usual graveside services were conducted in the 
afternoon, and a special service at the church in the eve- 
ning concluded the occasion. 








6 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








Pray and Faint Not 


OW sweet indeed is the thought of prayer, that hal- 
lowed time of communication between the Creator 
and the created, between the Giver and the receiver! 

Through the ages the prayers of the saints have as- 
cended as sweet incense to the throne of God. In the 
trials, temptations, and storms of life, they, through faith 
and prayer, have triumphed over the forces of evil within 
and without, and now await the Resurrection Morn, when 
death shall be swallowed up in victory and when, for the 
cross, they shall receive a crown. With the first beams 
that light the morning sky, ere thou dost prepare for the 
toils of the day, lift thy thoughts on high. Begin the 
day with God; go through and end it with Him. The sweet 
Psalmist of Israel uttered his words with great confidence 
when he said, “Evening and morning, and at noon, will 
I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.” The 
captive Daniel, the beloved of the Lord, in the midst of 
great trial opened his windows toward Jerusalem and 
prayed three times a day. 

Let us consider the part of the day called evening, 
which is indeed a fit time for prayer, not only as it ends 
the day but immediately precedes the period of repose. 
The hours of activity have passed and we soon shall fall 
into insensibility and sleep. Then what a comfort to re- 
sign ourselves to the care of that Being who never sleeps! 
How we should entreat Him that He would keep us till 
another day, or, if our eyelids should close in death, that 
He would find us worthy of a part in that better resur- 
rection of the just, beyond the toiling and reaping. Let 
our prayers, like ancient sacrifice, continue to ascend to 
God. 

Looking back over the day we can lift up our petition 
to God who has given us strength in all our trials, to- 
gether with our daily bread, and now grants us the privi- 
lege of retiring after the cares of the day to a quiet and 
beloved home. The review of the day will often suggest 
not only ordinary benefits but peculiar proofs of God’s 
goodness and unlooked-for successes of favorable events. 
How willing we should be to close the day with pious ac- 
knowledgement of that which has been filled with divine 
beneficence. At this time we should not only enumerate 
our blessings but also meditate upon our actions. The re- 
flecting mind will naturally remember at this hour that 
another day is gone; another page is written. If we take 
no account of our sins and shortcomings on the day they 
are committed, how can we expect to watch against them 
on the morrow or have confidence of gaining strength to 
resist them? 

With all the precious promises contained in His Word, 
that the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him in 
truth, and that the effectual prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much, still professed Christians say, I have 
prayed and prayed and waited and there is no mani- 
festation. Are you one who is tired of seeing nothing 
move? Are you one who is at the point of giving up? It is 
well to remember that, if we are His children, He knows 
our needs better than we know them. The desire for some- 
thing you wish is perhaps stronger than your desire for 
the will of God to be fulfilled in His own good time. It 


may be God is getting a larger supply ready and must 
get you ready to receive it. Too often our wants and 
wishes are not best for our spiritual growth and develop- 
ment. 

Many of our prayers have been answered and we have 
not perceived it. Trials, thorny and rugged ways instead 
of smooth sailing and flowery beds of ease, often may 
have been our answer. He who has appointed our path- 
way, will have a true and tried people. Jesus, our great 
Example, in the closing hours of His life prayed the Fa- 
ther that the bitter cup He was called upon to drink 
might pass from Him, but it did not; and, resigning to 
His Father’s will, He bore the cross to the end. Then 
shortly He conquered death, and not many days after was 
glorified in the presence of Him who said, “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

See the great Apostle Paul praying that he might be 
delivered from a thorn in the flesh, but the answer to 
his prayer was short, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 

We pray for patience but much may come to tax us to 
the utmost, causing us to remember that tribulation 
worketh patience. We pray for submission; suffering may 
come, for we learn obedience by the things we suffer. We 
pray we may be free from all selfishness but God is still 
giving us time and opportunity to sacrifice ourselves by 
thinking on the things of others and by laying down our 
life for the brethren. 

We pray for faith; but when some unforeseen trial 
comes, the fire burns low because we did not realize we 
needed an increase of faith along a line where we had 
not exercised much faith before. We pray that God might 
show us our secret faults and sins so we may be free; but 
when someone points them out to us, we hesitate to be- 
lieve it is a true revelation. Men are commanded to pray 
and not to faint. 

A weary pilgrim once related that while fleeing from 
his enemies he hid himself in an old ruined building, and 
sitting there many hours and desiring to direct his mind 
from his homeless condition, he fixed his eye upon an 
ant carrying a kernel of corn larger than itself up a 
high wall. He said, I shall never forget the effort it made 
to accomplish its purpose. The kernel fell to the ground 
sixty-nine times but the insect still persisted and at the 
seventieth try it reached the top. Oh, why should we be 
weary and fainthearted? When the last test is over we 
can lay our burden down by the crystal sea, and rest for- 
ever by its still waters. 

When there was no earthly help, the church resorted 
to fervent prayer. Help came from heaven, and God sent 
His angel who aroused Peter from sleep and led him 
through the first and second wards of the prison; and 
when they came to the iron gate, it opened to them of its 
own accord, and Peter was free. There may be some iron 
gate in your life that has blocked the way and you have 
often beaten against the bars. There is a secret for you 
to learn, and that is in believing in prayer; then when 
you come to the iron gate it will open of its own accord. 

Many professed Christians want to direct God instead 
of resigning themselves to be directed by Him; to show 
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Him the way instead of following where He leads. We 
have a sweet promise, “Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you.” 

Are you in sorrow? Prayer can make your affliction 
sweet and strengthening. Are you in gladness? Prayer 
can add to your joy celestial perfume. Are you in danger 
from outward or inward enemies? If you are worthy, 
He sends His angel to encamp about you to deliver. As 
we pour out to God the fullness of our heart, the burden 
of our spirit, the sorrow that ofttimes crushes us, we 
know He hears, He loves, He understands, He receives 
and from our prayer gives us that which is best for us. 

Someone said, “Oh, that my prayers might be united 
with those of the saints of God, so that I might behold a 
greater manifestation of God than I have ever before be- 
held.” Then pray, 


“THY KINGDOM COME.” 


It is coming. It is coming. Don’t you want to have a 
part in praying for it? “Verily, I say unto you, There be 
some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 


“THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS IT IS IN 
HEAVEN.” 


It will be done. The knowledge of the Lord shall fill the 
earth as the waters cover the sea. 


“GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.” 


He will, to every one that hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness. 


“Often while in meditation 
On His truth so free, 

Comes a message from my Father 
Spoken just to me. 


“Or it may be I have struggled 
Through some trial sore; 

When my struggling turns to trusting, 
Lo, the trial is o’er. 


“Or perchance while I am waiting 
Still on bended knee, 


“FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR 
DEBTORS.” 

He will, for He is just and merciful and hath not dealt 
with us according to our iniquities. 


“ABANDON US NOT IN TEMPTATION,” 


He will not, for He will not suffer us to be tempted 
above that which we are able to stand. 


“BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.” 


He will deliver, for “a thousand shall fall at thy side, 
and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come 
nigh thee.” 

“FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM,” 

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world.” 


“AND THE POWER,” 


“All kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall 
serve him.” “For the nation and kingdom that will not 
serve Him shall perish.” 

“AND THE GLORY,” 


“As truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord.” 


“FOR EVER.” 


“And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ; and 
he shall reign forever and ever.” 


“AMEN.” 


Comes a quiet revelation 
Of His plan for me. 


“At my work or in my closet— 
Yes, just anywhere, 

If in quietness I listen, 
I find help is near. 


“In life’s quiet hours I find Him 
Waiting for my call, 

It is there He meets me, greets me, 
Holds me lest I fall.” 





“Going Up!” 


. OING UP!” is the call we hear from the elevator 
operator; or “Going down!” 

Some people are always going wp. They are always 
looking wp. Their aim, their conversation, their aspira- 
tions, their outlook, all are wp. To spend a few moments 
in their company is to receive an uplift also. They breathe 
in an atmosphere of highest purity and they give us a 
fresher outlook to carry on our way. In fact, to a few 
sensitive souls these “elevators” may even be a silent 
rebuke by their constant energy and stubborn deter- 
mination to go up. 

Why be a negative “elevator” when the topmost floor 
of perfection is beckoning, when happiness and deep- 
rooted joy come only when we are moving upward! Don’t 
call “Going down” when the mists of doubt obscure the 


pinnacle. Instead, apply the lens of faith to your falter- 
ing vision and speed upward. 

Ignore the defeatist’s cry “Going down,” when the way 
seems rugged and steep. Difficult places, uncertainty, 
heartaches, enlarge the soul, broaden our sensibilities and 
can bring out the best that is in us. 

Let the echoes of “Going down” die in the low places 
while you speed upward though the upward call means 
going up alone—and yet not alone, for there are a few 
whose cry is “Going up!” The heights beyond have cap- 
tured their hearts, their thoughts, their wills, their 
tongues, their actions, their imaginations. These “eleva- 
tors” are straining, pressing, reaching, forcing their way 
upward. 

Will you answer the call, “GOING UP!’’? 
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AT THE CALL OF THE BUGLE 


N THE days of Mohammed, as a story goes, certain 
people in the Near East prided themselves on their 
horses. Intelligence was the leading requirement of their 
four-footed friends. For war purposes, only the most in- 
telligent horses were chosen, and these were all trained 
to follow the bugle. 

A commentator writes: “It chanced that Mohammed 
himself had need for some very intelligent horses, so he 
went to a famous breeding-farm to make a personal se- 
lection. The horses he looked over were all pastured in 
a large field bordering on a river. He gave orders that the 
horses should be fenced off from the river. He let them 
go unwatered until, after three days, their thirst became 
so great they could hardly stand. 

“He then ordered the fence removed, and the horses 
rushed in a body for the river. When they were just about 
to dash into the river to quench their thirst, a bugle was 
blown. All but ten of the horses disregarded the bugle- 
call. The ten returned and answered the call of duty in 
spite of their great thirst. These ten horses were the 
start of the ‘prophet breed,’ according to the story.” 

The writer then adds, “If, instead of horses, humans 
had been substituted in that experiment, I wonder how 
many would have followed the bugle.” And we wonder, 
too. Make it a personal question. Would you have an- 
swered the call of duty or gone on to drink? You do not 
have to try it to know. If in the everyday affairs of life 
you do your work just well enough to get by, or if you 
work with an eye on the clock, you certainly do not hear 
the call of the bugle. If you procrastinate, you only half 
hear it. If you have some habit that hinders your prog- 
ress and you resolve a dozen times, fifty times, a hundred 
times, to overcome it and yet the habit remains, it is 
evident that you would rather drink than answer the 
higher call of the bugle. 

“It is the little things half done that have completely 
undone so many lives.” A half turn when the bugle 
sounds will never get you anywhere. The chances are 
you would soon turn again to the river. The only way to 
show that duty means more to you than self-indulgence is 
to make a complete turn and a steady forward movement 
in the opposite direction. 

“Duty’s call is self-denying”; there is no doubt about 
that, even in the course of human affairs. But how much 
more when that call is to take up our cross and deny 
ourselves all ungodliness and worldly lusts in order to be 
a partaker of the heavenly calling with those who have 
heard and heeded the call of the bugle in other ages. And 
this self-denial is not one of slow torture, as some seem 
to think, unless you make it so by vacillation. When the 
call says, “Come out from the world and be a separate 
and peculiar people,” do you hesitate to do the things 
that make you peculiar? Do you cling to a few of the 
vanities which you imagine improve your appearance 
that you may look well in the eyes of man? Do you give 
way to anger, impatience, bitterness, hasty words? Do 
you dread to let people see you are “different”? If any of 
these things affect you, it is certain the notes of the bugle 
have not reached your inner consciousness; and unless 
you open your ears to its call and become obedient in all 
things, you may as well go on to the river and quench 
your ungodly thirst. 


When we willingly turn at the sound of the bugle and 
begin to drink of the cool, refreshing Water of Life our 
thirst for carnal things wanes; and the more we drink of 
this Life-giving Stream the less we desire the muddy 
waters of Babylon. Our unsatisfied hunger for we know 
not what, is appeased by the Heavenly Manna which is 
given so freely from the Father’s abundant store. Thus 
the self-denial which seemed hard at first becomes a 
pleasant duty because of the greater reward it brings. 

A believer of past ages who was exceedingly zealous 
of the traditions of his fathers, so zealous, in fact, that 
he persecuted beyond measure the church of God, is a 
shining example of prompt obedience to the bugle’s call. 
On his way to carry out his nefarious work of imprison- 
ment and death he heard the blast of the bugle. Did he 
confer with flesh and blood? Did he stop and talk things 
over with those who accompanied him? Did he reason 
with himself as to the best time or place to answer the 
call? Not for a moment; he was immediately obedient to 
the heavenly call. The zeal he had shown in the work 
of destruction was now turned to the work of reconstruc- 
tion. God’s trumpet gave no uncertain sound in his ears, 
and henceforth he obeyed the call though it led to hunger 
and thirst, cold and nakedness, beatings and stonings, 
stripes and imprisonments, perils upon land and sea and 
among false friends. He counted all these things but loss 
for the greater Cause in which he had enlisted, and 
pressed on for the victor’s crown which he knew was 
laid up for him at the end of the race. The bugle sounded 
not in vain for Paul, and if we follow its clarion note as 
he followed it we may expect to grasp his hand in that 
Day when the great trumpet of the Lord shall call to- 
gether the members of His wonderful family. 

And we shall also meet another loved believer, our 
founder, one who lived in later years. He heard the call of 
the bugle when only a boy and never once turned again 
to the river of Carnal Desire to slake his thirst in its pol- 
luted waters. His life was a glowing tribute to the Cause 
for which he labored. Through his voice we, too, have 
heard the sound of the bugle. That his efforts may not 
have been futile in our behalf let us keep the echo of that 
call resounding in our ears and pay the more earnest 
heed to the things we have heard. Let us esteem the call 
more than our necessary food and drink, and follow it 
implicitly even though it lead to physical discomfort or 
suffering, temporal losses or evil reports. All these things 
are light afflictions and we know, even as did Paul, that 
they will work for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, and we can say with David, “The Lord 
is my helper; I will not fear what man can do unto me.” 

This bugle calls to us not only when we first hear the 
sound of truth, but when we accept and follow, it con- 
tinues to sound to keep us in the right way. Should we 
ignore its call and follow our own desires for only a 
short distance its tones become feebler to our ears, and 
unless we retrace our steps we shall soon be too far 
away for its call to reach us; and when that sound fails 
to make any impression on our eardrums we are headed 
toward the river. 

Whatever our pursuit, let us always be ready to turn 
at once, thus showing that we are of the “Prophet’s 
strain.” 
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Musings of the Editor 


NTITYPICAL of the Israelites’ sojourn to the promised 
land which lay beyond the Jordan, is our pilgrimage to 
the eternal land of rest. To the Children of Israel the passage 
over Jordan and their entrance into the promised land meant 
the end of their weary trials and marches. In this new land 
flowing with “milk and honey,” they could prosper and enjoy 
all temporal blessings according as they served the Lord 
their God. 

The Promised Land to which we journey will extend eter- 

nal blessings to all who are privileged 
The Prom- to enter. The aches and pains of mortal- 
H ity, diseases, accidents and even death it- 
ised Land self shall be no more. Life shall be un- 
ending. It is a land worth striving for, since no such bless- 
ings can be attained in this life. 

In spite of these promises it is sad to note that it is so easy 
for us to lose sight of that Promised Land. It is not always 
the big things or some willfully sinful acts that cause us to 
lose out. It could be some one little thing that we desire 
above the future rest; and this one thing, because it is the 
center of our affections, will cause us to minimize the worth 
of that future home and lose sight of it, and thus grow weary 
in our march toward it. The riches of this world, the pleas- 
ures, or the cares of this life are other hindrances. If we 
place too much attention on them, the future will look dis- 
tant. 

It need not be open rebellion as that of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, nor does it need to be such transgressions as 
that of the ten unfaithful spies. Murmuring and complaining 
will shut us out; and so will a lusting to satisfy our fleshly ap- 
petites and cravings. 

Like Joshua and Caleb, we can go right on and enter the 
Promised Land. It is only a matter of obedience to the com- 
mandments of God. And it is obedience and a constant on- 
ward march that will prove to be the pass or the ticket which 
shall gain for us admittance to that Promised Land. 





FACING THE WIND 


“Let me but walk with my face to the wind, 
Keen though it be, and strong; 

Let my way lead up the hill all the while, 
Rough though the path, and long.” 


* HOU therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ” (II Tim. 2:3). It was centuries in 
the past that Paul addressed these words to Timothy, but 
they are laden with just as much importance to us in 
these last days as they were when he wrote them to his 
beloved son. A good soldier will always have trials and 
hardships to bear; and the purpose of Paul’s statement 
was to exhort us to endure them. Every day some wind 
of adversity will come to test our strength, and if we are 
good soldiers we will stand erect and face it. Only a cow- 
ard will turn his back and allow himself to be driven by 
the wind; and God has no use for cowards. 
Have you ever seen a kite struggling in the air but 


climbing higher and higher with every gust of wind that 
blows against it? If a kite could speak, you would prob- 
ably hear it say, “Oh, let me go; I want to ride with the 
wind; I hate to be tied.” But if you let the wind strike 
its back instead of its face, what will happen to the kite? 
Down it will go into the swamp! That is what happens to 
the things that always move with the wind. They never 
climb. The string that you hold in your fingers, which 
keeps the kite’s face to the wind, makes it rise. 

And, it is the wind in your face that lifts and strength- 
ens you. 

Think not, O struggling pilgrim, that the storms of life 
which rage about you are peculiar to this age. These 
storms have ever been blowing down through the years, 
and those who turned their backs in a cowardly way have 
been carried by the wind, down, down, down to the vortex 
of destruction ; while those who boldly stood for the right, 
bravely facing these winds, have risen higher, higher, 
higher. The very wind that has proved a downfall to 
others can be the power that will cause us to rise. Al- 
ways remember that God has power to direct the wind, 
and has promised, “There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it” (I Cor. 10:18). 

Man, like the tree, remains implanted in God’s Truth 
despite the wind, and becomes the more firmly rooted 
because of it. 

The sheltered tree is not the sturdy tree. Only the fierce 
winds can strengthen its roots and send them far down 
into the soil. Every wind that blows is to the tree a source 
of new strength and deeper rootage, until the fiercest of 
gales cannot uproot it. So every wind of trial that blows 
—though it lash the face, and make the flesh to quiver— 
is to the Christian an opportunity to become the more 
firmly rooted and grounded, settled and established in 
Truth. Then, though all the elements combine to crush, 
though wind and rain and tempest dash with all their 
fury to destroy, the well-established Christian will re- 
spond with unyielding resolution, “J shall not be moved!” 

Be not disheartened nor discouraged when the winds 
of trial come into your life. Instead, rejoice in the oppor- 
tunity to strengthen your roots of faith and endurance, 
and to expand your branches upward and outward, even 
till you attain to the measure of the stature of the full- 
ness of Christ. God is not making it hard for us; He is 
showing us the way to become strong. 

Though you be like the lone pine on the hilltop, stand 
erect, bravely facing the wind. 





A PRAYER 


In this hour of worship 
Grant Thy presence, Lord! 

Here, the world forgotten, 
Feed us on Thy Word. 


From our sins and sorrows 
Here we seek release; 
Of Thy love persuaded, 
Find the path of peace. 
—Sel. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon” 
(Luke 16: 13). 


“What! I—a servant? I am a free man, never in bond- 
age to any man!” 

So you, as a citizen of a democracy, may think; but 
that is just where you make a great mistake. Politically 
it may be more or less true; we are not dealing with poli- 
tics but with spiritual realities. All of us are servants— 
servants to some system of belief or behavior, to some 
chosen or compelled course of action or way of life. All 
of us are hemmed in by circumstances; all of us feel, to a 
greater or lesser extent, the enormous weight of the past. 
Absolute freedom, in a spiritual sense, is the prerogative 
of the beasts, the mindless, or the dead. 

The tremendous pressure of heredity and environment 
upon the human character is not to be denied. Yet man 
alone, in all the tangible universe, possesses the power of 
personal response to circumstances, of charting his own 
course in the midst of and in spite of external pressures. 
In this life, personal happiness and social welfare are 
at stake, and the millions of wrecked lives strewn upon 
the beaches of time bear witness to a wrong choice. In 
the higher spiritual realm, the stake is far greater, noth- 
ing less than eternal life and happiness; hence the thou- 
sandfold greater importance of choosing wisely. 

“Know ye not,” says the Apostle, “that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16). Nothing is said of a 
middle course, of a “free” class. Here the whole stock of 
goods is laid on the counter. It is not a wide selection, and 
neither the merchandise nor the scale of prices has 
changed since the beginning of the Plan of Salvation. It 
was set forth in simple, straightforward terms by Moses. 

“T call heaven and earth to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy 
seed may live” (Deut. 30:19). 

God’s mercy and wisdom being so much greater than 
man’s, there has never, in all the 6,000 years of probation, 
been any compulsion in the matter. Only man, in his 
ignorance and impatience, tortures and persecutes to 
bend others to his pattern. There has always been, and 
still is, free access to the Devil’s booth where 

“all things are sold; 
Each ounce of dross costs its ounce of gold,” 
and, unfortunately, that is where the great multitudes 
have always preferred to trade. But no one need complain 
that he was not warned. Through the centuries the Al- 
mighty has cried out to an unheeding world through His 
written Word, “Why will ye die, O house of Israel?” 

But you, of course, are not of the indifferent masses, 
or you would not have read thus far. You have caught a 
glimpse by faith of the more abundant life beyond, and 


your attention, interest, self-interest and desire for pos- 
session have been aroused. You have counted the cost, or 
are now counting it. Be sure you consider well, for the 
price is high. Ridiculously low, of course, by comparison 
with the eternal reward; but high in that it will take all 
you have. If not prepared to make a full surrender, it is 
better not to start. 

Remember, above all, that there can be no compromise. 
This point requires clear thinking and constant vigilance, 
for we are by nature “trees of good and evil,” and we like 
to think it possible to include some of both. Of course we 
do not call it evil, which makes it all the more dangerous. 
There is no place in the army of the living God for the 
double mind, the divided allegiance, the in-and-outers, 
the maybe-yes-and-maybe-no soldier. The theme of the 
Book from beginning to end is—Be one thing or the 
other. Make up your mind. Do not be like the donkey in 
the fable, tethered between two equally attractive hay- 
stacks and starving to death in his indecision. 

Early in the day of salvation we hear Joshua, the stern 
and able successor of Moses, proclaiming, “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve” (Josh. 24: 15). Elijah, the 
grandest of the Hebrew prophets, faces a compromising 
nation on Mount Carmel with the ringing challenge, 
“How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be 
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him” (I Kings 
18:21). The great Teacher of Galilee sets forth as the 
first of all the commandments, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength” (Mark 12:30). 
Not much left for the service of mammon, is there? The 
practical James informs us that “a double-minded man 
is unstable in all his ways. Let not that man think that he 
shall receive anything of the Lord” (ch. 1:8, 7). And 
in Jesus’ last message we find the same lofty standard. 

“T know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: 
I would that thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth” (Rev. 3:15, 16). 

It is perfectly possible to divide our effort, to spend 
part of our time serving God and the rest serving the 
Devil (sin personified), if that is our choice. The Devil 
is not nearly so exacting. He is even satisfied with the 
little end of the bargain—now. For he knows that if per- 
mitted to have ever so little now, he will get all in the end. 
“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). We have 
proved once more that no servant can serve two masters. 
We have deceived only ourself: we have in reality been 
serving only one master, for a part-time service is not 
recognized by the Judge of all. 

Yes, we can try it if we wish, but we shall not be happy 
even in this life. The split, scattered, disorganized person- 
ality makes only for misery, while the well-integrated, 
one-directional mind gives inward peace amid the wild- 
est storms of life. How much deeper is the peace and 
happiness of such a personality when wedded to the high- 
est and noblest of ideals, the audacious proposition of 
self-mastery and the quest for eternal life, eternal glory! 

The service of Christ, while exacting to the last degree, 
is so light and so easy by contrast to the galling, crush- 
ing, destroying yoke of sin, that it is constantly referred 
to as liberty. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free.” 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MErGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Will the faithful who are alive at Christ’s coming be 
counted in the 144,000 who shall be made priests, rulers, and 
judges? If so, who will be the subjects? 


The feet of the multitudinous body of Christ with its 
144,000 members are finished in these last days, some of 
which will be alive at Christ’s coming (I Thess. 4: 15— 
17). But the point must be kept in mind that now, near 
the end of the six thousand years, the last of the rulers 
are being perfected and the first of the subjects are 
being enlightened to be developed during the Millennium 
along with the rest of the subject class. Then all shall 
know the Lord, from the least to the greatest (Jer. 31: 
34). Judgment for this subject class will take place at the 
end of the Millennium. 


Will you kindly explain the “Seven Churches of Asia,” to 
which the Book of Revelation refers? 


From reading Rev. 1: 11 we learn there was a church 
in each of seven different cities of Asia for the wor- 
shipers of Christ, to which He sent a message after His 
ascension. As the Apostle Paul tells us, the things “writ- 
ten aforetime were written for our learning.” Seven, as 
used in the Bible, is a round number meaning all. So the 
lessons given to those seven churches are applicable to 
us today. The exhortation to lose not our first love in 
divine things is as needful for us today as for the church 
of Ephesus; or to be alive and zealous in working for the 
Lord and not lukewarm, as for the Laodicean church. 


Who were the “angels” of the seven churches in Asia to 
whom Jesus sent messages through John the Revelator? 


The term Angel is used both of mortal and immortal 
messengers. When Jesus sent His angel from heaven 
after He had ascended, it was an immortal messenger, 
as were any and all of the angels who were sent from God 
to earth on expeditions or with instructions for His peo- 
ple. But in various Scripture texts the term is used also 
of mortal messengers, as in Jude 5, 6. The “angels which 
kept not their first estate,” were the ten unfaithful spies. 
See Numbers 13, 14. Chapter 13:1, 2 defines them as 
rulers, “heads of the children of Israel.” They were mor- 
tal men called to high estate but who fell by transgression. 

The angel addressed in Revelation was the one in 
charge of the church, someone living on the earth, in one 
of those cities mentioned in Asia and bearing the mes- 
sage of God’s Word to the people there. 


Do women have a right to preach? 


It is claimed by some that the Apostle Paul taught that 
women of the church should not teach. The testimony 
used for support of this claim is I Tim. 2: 11, 12. By read- 
ing the connection of these verses we find the Apostle 
first addressed men on their most common besetments— 
namely, wrath and doubting (v. 8); then women, on 
their weakness of immodesty and adornment (vs. 9, 10). 
Then he speaks of “the woman,” some definite woman, 
learning in silence, not teaching, nor usurping authority 
over “the man.” Here some special man and woman are 
spoken of. We find throughout the Bible that Christ is 
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referred to as “the man,” husband or bridegroom; and 
the Church as “the woman,” bride or wife, which is com- 
posed of both men and women (Eph. 5: 25—32; Rev. 19: 
7, 8; II Cor. 11:2). And this woman is to be silent or 
not teach her own ideas, but be in subjection to the man, 
Christ (II Cor. 10:4, 5), and learn from Him. But she 
can give the invitation to learn from Christ (Rev. 22: 
17, 18). 

Paul, the same Apostle that is blamed for this mis- 
taken idea about women preaching, said, “I commend 
unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the 
church which is at Cenchrea ... and assist her” (Rom. 
16:1, 2). Pretty good evidence, is it not, of what Paul’s 
attitude was toward the help of women in the church? 
His appreciation of Priscilla’s help was that it was equal 
to that of Aquila’s, as we read in verse 3. Paul even en- 
treated the brethren to help those women who labored 
with him in the gospel, and he added that their names 
“are in the book of life” (Phil. 4:3). Paul visited at 
the home of Philip the evangelist, who had “four daugh- 
ters, which did prophesy” (Acts 21:9), and there is no 
word of condemnation. 


Who was Melchisedec? I have read that Christ was, but 
that would be impossible. 


One of the basic principles for studying the Bible is 
found in I Cor. 2:13 to compare spiritual with spiritual. 
And by doing this we find that throughout the Bible, the 
Truth or Wisdom of God is often personified. Sometimes 
it is referred to as he, she, me, I, ete. Prov. 3: 183—18 
and the entire 8th chapter make this very plain. “Doth 
not wisdom cry. ... Unto you, O men, J call. ... All the 
words of my mouth are in righteousness.” In other places 
it is likened to a priest—Melchisedec—“without father 
or mother, .. . beginning of days, nor end of life” (Heb. 
7:3). This is comparable to what we read of wisdom in 
Prov. 8: 22—30. “The Lord possessed me in the begin- 
ning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was.” The wisdom 
of God has always existed and will never cease to be. 

Yes, it is true that this Melchisedec is Christ—but the 
spiritual Christ, not the natural. The man Christ was not 
yet born in Abraham’s day; but this same wisdom, or sys- 
tem of truth, is also called Christ—‘Christ in you, the 
hope of glory” (Col. 1:27); the spiritual Christ, the 
truth, which was in Moses’ day (I Cor. 10: 1—4). 


Among the blessings of the “New World” the Revelator in- 
cludes seeing “his face” (Rev. 22:4). Whose face is to be 
seen, and when? 


It is the face of Christ, the coming King. He will be to 
the people as God, as Rev. 21:3 teaches, “God himself 
shall be with them and be their God.” He is Emmanuel— 
God with us. When His Kingdom is established and He 
reigns on earth, He will dwell among the people. The 
faithful or pure in heart also have the promise of seeing 
God the Father (Matt. 5:8), but the time for this meet- 
ing is not disclosed. It is sometime during the grand 
eternity. 


Is it right to use the term “Good-bye?” I have been told it 
originally meant “God be with you,” and so would be bidding 
the sojourner God-speed. 


Though the term “Good-bye” originated as such a con- 
traction, it is used only as an expression of farewell in 
our present English. 
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THE WISDOM OF DISCIPLINE 


Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
His will is ever just; 
Howe’er He orders now my cause 
I will be still, and trust. 
He is my God, 
Though dark my road, 
He holds me that I shall not fall, 
Wherefore to Him I leave it all. 


Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
He never will deceive; 
He leads me by the proper path, 
And so to Him I cleave, 
And take, content, 
What He hath sent; 
His hand can turn my grief away, 
And patiently I wait His day. 


Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
He taketh thought for me; 
The cup that my Physician gives 
No poison draught can be, 
But medicine due; 
For God is true; 
And on that changeless truth I build, 
And all my heart with hope is filled. 


Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
Though I the cup must drink 
That bitter seems to my faint heart, 

I will not fear nor shrink; 
Tears pass away 
With dawn of day; 
Sweet comfort yet shall fill my heart, 
And pain and sorrow all depart. 


Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
My Light, my Life is He, 
Who cannot will me aught but good; 
I trust Him utterly; 
For well I know, 
In joy or woe, 
We soon shall see, as sunlight clear, 
How faithful was our Guardian here. 


Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
Here will I take my stand; 
Though sorrow, need, or death, make earth 
For me a desert land. 
My Father’s care 
Is round me there; 
He holds me that I shall not fall, 
And so to Him I leave it all. 
—Selected. 
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